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What is a plugin?
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54,920* currently on wP.org
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Let’s look at a simple plugin
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Hello Dolly
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1 file, 80 lines of code 
(Almost half of that is just song lyrics)
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DEMO: Hello Dolly
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Now let’s build our own
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Author Tagline plugin

Let Authors pick a tagline and display that tagline 
on posts and pages with a shortcode 

Secondary Goal: Use as many features of 
Wordpress as possible



STep 0: Initial Plugin setup
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Demo
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STep 1: Custom database table
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Custom database tables
Added when you need to store data in a non-wp-
native format 

We _could_ do this without a custom DB TABLE 

Create dB table on plugin activation and remove it 
on plugin deletion
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Step 2: Let user add a tagline and save
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Custom user profile fields

WE can use Hooks to add inputs to the user profile 
screen 

Data saved to our custom DB Table 

ALWAYS VALIDATE YOUR INPUTS (even in wp-admin)
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What are hooks and filters?
add_action( ‘admin_notices’, ‘hello_dolly’ ); 

Change and modify Wordpress without modifying the 
core 

Hooks are triggered at certain points in the execution 

Filters can change values before they reach the end 
user
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Step 3: give the admins visibility
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Admins should be able to see 
everything

Let’s give them a table to view all tagline 

Plugin settings Page that only admins can access 
under ‘Tools’ 

For a fancier version, look at WP_LIST_TABLE 
(carefully)
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Step 4: Output the tagline
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Tagline output

We’ll create a [tagline] shortcode 

Whenever WordPress encounters [tagline] in a 
post or page, it will output the author’s tagline 

Gutenberg*
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Distribution

Create a readme.txt and upload to the WP.ORG 
plugins repo (after review) 

Distribute through GitHub or your own site 

Sell through plugin marketplaces

http://WP.ORG
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GENERAL Tips and tricks
Namespace or prefix your functions 

Be sensible with what you enqueue 

Test your plugin with new versions of WP 

Wordpress coding standards
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